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SERMON. 


Preach'd before the Right Honoufable the 


Houſe of . 


Forney the 304) 1 1 170% 


— — — k — — 
had. vill i. Ver. 13. 
3 A | 


| Aud Hara 


mn what 1 thy Ser- 
want a Dos, that He ſhould do this 
great thing 


And Eli, anſwered, 
the Lord hath ſbewed me, that thou 


Mal be King of Syria. 


Mk king of Syris being Sick, and hearing 
that a Prophet of the Lord was at Damaſcus, 
21 ſent his Servant Haze! with a very liberal 
— Preſent, to him, to enquire of God, by him, 
whether he ſhould recover of his Diſeaſe. To this great 
Meſſenger, the Prophet anſwers----Go. ſay unto him--- 
Theu mee certainly recover : i bowbeit, the * Hah 


N 


» 
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ſhewed me, that He ſhall ſurely die. Would the Pro- 
phet here have Hazael tell a Lye, and ſay his Lord 
ſhould live, when he was certain he would die, be- 
ing told ſo by the Prophet? Or does he rather ſay, 


You will hardly be fo ill a Courtier, as to tell the. 


King, that he ſhall die, you will leave ſo unwelcome 


2 Meſſage to any other, and rather chooſe to ſay, rhow 


mayeſt certainly recover, altho* I know very well he ne- 
ver {hall recover, and tell you ſo, from God. This Senſe 
is natural and eaſy enough; but the Words do not (a 

it expreſly enough. Or, does he bid him ſpeak what is 
certainly true, if ſupplied with ſomewhat that Eliſha 
knew very well? Go and ſay, to your Prince, Thon 
mayeſt certainly recover, i, e. from this Diſeaſe, which in 
it ſelf may not be mortal, Howbeit che Lord hath ſhew-- 


ed me, that he ſhall ſurely die © i. e. by another Hand, 


after another manner; the former part Hazael was to 
fay to Benhadad, the latter Eliſha ſaid to Hazael, and 
each of therh was true: for Benhadad might have reco- 
vered, had not Hazae! murthered him. If therefore 
we reſpe& the Diſtemper only, it was true that the Pro- 
phet bad Him fay---Thou mayeſt certainly recoter; but 
if we reſpect the Event, which God ſaw, and diſcover- 
ed to the Prophet, it was alſo true, that the King ſbauld 
certainly die. What the Prophet ſaid, was certainly 
true, in this ſenſe, -and we ought to take the Words in 
any other ſenſe, than ſuch a one as would make a holy 
Prophet the Author of a falſchood.” When he had ſpo- 
ken theſe Words, the Prophet ſettled his Countenance 
fo ſtedfaſtly, look*d ſo long and fo intenſely upon Ha- 
zael that he was perfectly confounded; and the Prophet 
himſelf burſt into Tears. Hazael ask'd him; What it 
was. that occaſioned ſuch a ſtrange Emotion, and why 
he wept > The Prophet told him, it was to ſee, and 
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3 what mi ghty Miſchiefs He, i in time, would 
bring upon Iſrael, how he would fire their ſtrong Holds, 
ſlay their young Men with the Sword, daſh in pieces 
their poor Infatits, and rip up their Women with Child 
To whom Hazaet replies, in the Words of the Text--- 
But what, is thy Servant? A Bog; that he ſbould ds 
this great "thing Hou is it poſſible, that I, fo mean 
and inconfiderable a Perſon, ſhould ever attain to the 


Power of doing ſo great Matters, as you mention? But 


had I now the Power, how were it poſſible I ſhould 


commit ſach barbarous and ſuch brutiſh Outrages? Ac- 
count me not, I pra an thee, # Dog, and ſo inhum mn. And 
Eliſba anſwered-,-- be Lord bark ſhewed me, that thou 
ſhalt be — of Syria, Thou — by that means, 
have the Power of doing all this Evil, and thou wilt 
change thy Mind with thy Condition; and then thy 
Will, will be the King of Syria's Will, which is to in- 
creaſe their Power, and to oppreſs their Neighbours, to 
the utmoſt: the inveterate enmity that has long reign'd 


ene the Syrians and the Jews will be reviv'd, and 


d by thee, to Extremity. 
is 15 the meaning of the Text, as in con junction 


with the Hiſtory. The Uſes of which, tat I intend to 
make at preſent, will be theſe 


Firſt, To obſerve how little we know our own 
ſelves. 

Secondly, To confider, A this Prediction of the 
Prophet, that Hazael ſhould be King, will in an 
ſort excuſe the means he -us'd, to make himſelf 

- Lafth , To make what Applicator may be. proper. 

Firſt, It is very obvious to obſerve from hence, how 


littlewe know 0 our own ſelves. There is no reaſon to 
8 2 think 
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think that Hazel was not in good eameſt, when lie 


would not have the Prophet, ( nor could himſelf ) be- 
lieve he ſhould, in time, commit ſuch Cruelties, as were 
foretold. But Man is a Reaforiable Crenture, and as: 
God has made him capable of doing it, ſo he has ohli- 
ged him, to confider the. Conſequendes of his Actions, 
and how naturally one thing follows from another. He 
who breaks down the Bank of a great Water, occaſions 
the Overflow, it may be, of a great deal of Ground, the 
fall of a Houſe, the Death of a Child, and the drown» 
ing of many Cattle. bo would haue t houg ht it ? is a 
Fool's Excuſe, when things follow naturally, cloſely; 
or eaſily : And I intended no ſuch miſchief, is as 1dle, 
where Miſchief was likely to follow, tho? you: ſhould 
intend never ſo well. Men muſt intend: well, and do 
well, if they would be ſafe, where Intentions. have no 
immediate influence on the Action or the Agent. 
Now if a Man who aQually intends well, ſhall yet 
be anſwerable for the Miſchief that is done, by an un- 
reaſonable and fooliſh - choice of means improper and 
unfit, we may conclude he ſhall be aecountahle far the 
Evil he does, wir hour any good Intention; If therefore 
Lintend to do no Miſchief, b muſt not put my ſelf in the 
way of doing any; Imuſt avoid the Occaſion and Temp- 
tation of entring into evil, if I would be innocent. A 
Man knows his own Mind and Purpoſe at pre ſent, and 
ſes how. he ſtands determin'd by his preſent Circum- 
ſtances; he is now: innocent, and likes the being fo, 
and finding it {9 full of cafe and fatisfaction, he reſolves 
fo to continue: Let him then take heed of falling into 
any ſuch Courſes, as will inſenſihly draw him off from 
theſe good Purpoſes, and put him, by degrees, on Pra- 
ctices he now abhors. He is now poſſeſs d with a Reli- 
ious fear of God, and ſanctifies his Name, and reve- 
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the Houle of Lords, Oc. 5 
rences his Word, and will orofane Nacher; and ſhould: 
you tell hm, he will be a Common Swearer, an impious 
execrable Man, and great Blaſphemer, he would think it 
ſtrange, if not impoſſihle; his Heart abhors ſuch 

Thoughts, he trembles at the mention of ſuch wicked 
things, and would account himſelf a Dog, if he ſhould: 
do them. But, in à little time, he falls into ſuch Com- 
pany, as make no difficulty of theſe Matters, and aceu- 
{tom him to bear them Tabea y. at leaſt in Others 
and he himſelf ventures d little, and then. draws back 
with: ſame Confuſion; remembers-the good Principles 
that his Religious Parents, at firſt inſtill d into him, and 
which his good Inftru&ars aſter cultivated mags 
ind theſe Rebukes keep him;:iforbe: tintey in | 
order; he will. not. xeſolvb;40-ledveirthe! Company, 
but wil not be infected hy it, nor be led by their 
Example: But theſe laſt not long, in full 
force, but r by little and . to Cuſtom and 
Example: takes, in time, the Mantuers of his Com: 
pany, — becomes, the Man, Male Laage frigheen d 
him not long ago. So People {thre at new Eathwons, 
_ and are, at firſt, i ſo fantaſticał and 
odd; but, by degrees, 2 TI become, 
in a little time, Standaras them ſelves n There is no 
truſting to one's preſent Mind ind Reſalution, tho 
yer ſo reaſonable and good, unleſs we will taterall Care 
to avoid the Occasions and Temptations that, ——_ | 


rally change them. Tis no great iatter, ne- 
5 aly - 


ver to fall into the greateſt Bins that Men can 
commit; the very Apprehenſiam of, thoſe huge Eb. 
mities, is hardiand: — to the Mind but, however, 

a Man is not ſecure who puts him̃ſelf intoithe Wajrithat : = 
leads thither, tho it be at great diſtances! The prefent 
Deligns of Men, have, it NI * 


\ 
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to ſuch and ſuch a Conſequence ; but, however, Men 

muſt look to it, for when we are once out of the right 
Way, every Step we take leads us but into farther Wan- 
derings, and we know not whither we are going. If 
one Had ask'd of David, Whether he, when he firſt 
gaz d on Bathſheba, in her Retirements, intended to 
murther the braveſt Man he had in his Kingdom, in 
the moſt vile and treacherous manner, with all the Cir- 
eumſtances of Baſeneſs, Folly, and huge Wickedneſs, 
that can attend an Action? Doubtleſs, he would have 
thought it utterly impoſſible, that ſuch a Villany ſhould 
have ever found any place in his great Heart; but yet 
we ſee, that that adulterous Look ended in that ſtrange 
Murther, and left a laſting Blemiſh upon his Life and 
Honour. In vain do People think of going juſt to ſuch 
a pitch of Wickedneſs, and no farther ; either their 
Hopes of gaining ſome farther Security, or their Fears of 
falling into greater Danger, engage them in new De- 
ſigns, -whoſe Conſequences they attend not to: And 
when a Man is gone but half way, he looks back, and 
wonders: often how he got fo far; but new Neceſſities 
. arſe, and carry him on he knows not whither. He 
- commits a new Offence. to juſtify a former, and this 
ill require another to ſecure itſelf. A Man no more 


_ knows where to ſtop in Sin and Error, than he can 


aſcertain his Charge in either Law or Building; he is 
train d on, by new Emergencies, beyond what he at 
Hirſt propos d or defign'd, and all is loſt, he thinks, if 
hae goes not thro' with it; and at laſt he finds him- 
ſelf almoſt undone, who at firſt intended a little Plea- 

- fure or Convenience only, or to do himſelf ſome Juſtice, 
or his Adverſary a ſmall TH-turn. We find how we 
are earry'd unaccountably from Things good and inno- 
cent, to Things indifferent, and from thence to Things 
2 5 ſuſpicious 
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ſuſpicious, and that want Juſtification,” and from thence: 
to ſuch as will not bear it; and much more certain are 
theſe wicked Conſequences, when we begin with Things 
unlawful, the wiſeſt Man alive cannot tell where he is to 
end. The Heart is deceitful above all things, who can 
know it? We have therefore no Security againſt our 
falling into the very Depths of Hell, but our great Care 
and Watchfulneſs to keep within the Bounds of Inno- 
cence at firſt, and to conſider well the Conſequence of 
every Action and Undertaking, and to truſt but little to 
our preſent Mind and Reſolutions, which every little 
Accident, can and will alter. One may ſafely ſay, no 
Wicked Man did ever intend to arrive to the pitch he is 
now at of Wickedneſs; but gradually, and by Progreſ- 
ſion, one Sin drew on another; and he has loſt his firſti 
Views; the Purpoſes of his Heart were daily chang'd, 
by new and fatal Opportunities, that, from one Com- 
miſſion to another, drew him to the miſerable Point he 
is now at. A Man can hardly think he is capable of 
doing what, in a little time, he will glory in having 
done; and juſtify to Death, what he once would have 
choſen to die rather than do. So little do moſt People 
know what they are made of, or rather, what their Paſ- 
ſions may in time make them, without the greateſt» - 
Care, Jealouſy, and Watchfulneſs over their own: - 
Hearts; poſſible; ſo little do they obſerve (till it be too 
late) how they are train'd from one thing to another,, 
till they are loſt; out of their Depth, and paſt; return 
I cannot enter into Hagaels Heart, - that he ſhould» 
ever have the Power of doing all theſe mighty Miſchiefs, , 
that the Prophet read in his bad Lines and: Features with + + 
a Flood of Tears; or, that, ſuppoſing he were able, he: 
ſhould ever incline to commit ſuch: cruel and unheard- 
| of * 
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of Outrages: Rip up the / teeming Women, and daſh! 
againſt the Stones the innocent and unprovoking Chil- 
dren, forgetful of his Mother, and the Pledges of his 
Love at Home ! How can {ſuch inhumane Thoughts be 
harbour'd in a Heart of Fleſh, which is the Seat of Pi- 
ty.» The Prophet told him, That he-faw he would be 
King; and Home he goes: and kills his Maſter, reigns. 
in his ſtrad, and is provided of the Pomer, to do the great 
föovetold Miſchiefs. Had the Prophet told him, That 
his Sorrows broke aut at his Eyes in the violent manner 
he faw and was confounded at, to think how treacherouſſy 
he would murther his Prince, that truſted him with the 
Cara and Conſervation of this:Health and Life, tis pro- 
bable che would have bid him look for better things from 
him, and not account him ſuch a faithileſs Villain; and 
yet there were not Days betwixt his doubt ing 
ow he could attain the Power of doing fo much Mif-. 
chief, and his attaining it, by murthering of his King. 
When mounted on his Mafter's Throne, by theſe bad 
means, what ſhall he do to turn the People's Minds 
from conſidering how he came to ſit there, but divert 
them by a War abroad, revive the antient Enmity be- 
twixt the Syriunt and the Jews, renew their antient 


Claims, and ſhew the greateſt Zeal to recover the Ho- 
= nour they had lately loſt, by Benhadad ? And to this 
Bp purpoſe, he muſt breath nothing but Slaughter, the to- 
. tal ruine of the Jews, the firing their ſtrong Holds, 
F | daſhing their Infants on the Ground, Tripping their Wo- 
3 | men up with Child, and putting all their young Men to 
1 . the Sword, to extirpate utterly the Race of Iſrael, and 


. rid the Syrians of their old inveterate Enemies. And 


| | thus his Power inſpires him with the Will, of doing 

1 ing what he could not bear to think on, when the Pro- 

1 phet told him, what would come to paſs: And this hard 
| : | Will 
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Will is neceſſary now, he fancies, to maintain his Pomer. 
His ambition at firſt dipp'd his Hands in his Maſter's 
Blood, and then to waſh out that foul Stain, he muſt 
do ſomething popular; he muſt be cruelly zealous a- 
gainſt his Countries Enemies, to divert his People from 
inquiring after their Princes Death; and make attone- 
ment for his Treachery, by barbarous War, aud by pro- 
digious Slaughters. Thus does one depth of Sin call 
for another, and he who truſts his Heart with one 
unlawful Paſſion, will find it will make way for many 

other Gueſts; ſuch as he never thought of entertain- 
* his Example tlierefore, inſtruct us, to look to 
our ſelves, whilſt we are innocent; never ſo to truſt 
the Reſolutions of our Mind, tho? reaſonable, and calm, 
as to neglect the natural and the neceſſary means of pre- 
ſerving our ſelves in that good Temper : never to think 
our Opinions will not alter with our Circumſtances, be- 
lieving our ſelves Temptation-proof, only becauſe we 
know we ſhould be ſo, and intend to be ſo; but care- 
fully avoiding all ſuch Opportunities. as may betray us 
into thoſe Commiſſions, which we now abhor; od ne- 
yer to believe it is within our power, to ſtop at this Of- 
fence, or this degree of Sin, and go no farther. If we 
will make this Uſe of Hazae!'s Example, we may go 
on to confider, in the Second place, whether this 
Prediction of the Prophet, that Hazzel ſhould be King, 
and ſhould commit theſe Cruelties, will in any fort ex- 
cuſe the means hetook to become King, or the Cruel- 
ties he committed when he was ſo. — 

There is reaſon enough to think, that his having been 
anointed by Elijab, (or deſigned for King by God's 
Appointment, with that e and his being non 
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told by Eliſha that he would, one Day, be the King of 
Syria; there is reaſon enough to think, that this prepa- 
ratory Unction, and this Prediction, did indeed occaſion 
Hazael to diſpatch his Maſter. Ambitious Minds, void 
of the fear of God, are forward enough of themſelves, 
to undertake the greateſt Wickedneſs, to attain their 
Ends; but when they have the countenance of Huſpira- 
tion on their ſides, then nothing can diſcourage or re- 
ſtrain them; they look upon themſelves. as call'd by 
God, to execute his Putpoſe and Decree, and Negli- 
gence is Diſobedience, and Delay is Sinful ; they do not 
think they are to wait for God's time, or expect that He 
ſhould bring his Purpoſes to paſs, by Means and Me- 
thods of his own; but will precipitate Events, and fan- 
ey every thing is lawful, that conduces to the End de- 
chred by God. Jehu was thus anointed by a Prophet, 
and told by him, what he ſhould do, to all the Houſe of 
Ahab"; but this was all, not by the way of foretelling 
what Jebu would incline to do, and dv, when he was 
King; but by the way of Command, to inform him 
what God exacted of him, and expected from him. 
Thus faith the Lord God of Iſtael, I have anointed 
thee King, over the People of the Lord, even over 
ſrael; and thou ſhalt fmite the Houſe of Abab thy Ma- 
2 that I may avenge the blood of my Servants the 


Prophets, and the blood of all the Servants of the. Lord, 


at the hand of Fezebel; There is no reading this with- 
out the ſeeing a Commiſſion from God, to put his Or- 
ders in Execution; and he accordifigly deſtroyed the 
Houſe of Ahab, and became King in his ſtead. And 
tho” he was not, himſelf a good Man, yet he was God's 
Inſtrument, ' to avenge the Blood of I Trop, and 
ſince he receiv'd ſo poſitive and expreſs Orders to do what 
1 * 
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he did, I do not fee, but he was ſo far blameleſs, as he 
perform'd the Will of God, without going beyond his 
Commiſſion; if he exceeded rbat, and indulged any 
ting to his Ambition, cruel Inclinations, or particular 
Revenge, he will want to be juſtified, tho? what he did 
might alſo tend to the bringing about the Purpoſe of 
God, in robting up the Houſe of Ahab; as Men may 
certainly be guilty of -cruel and revengeful Purpoſes, 
known to their own Hearts, 'tho* they are proſecuting 
a juſt Cauſe, by juſt and legal Methods. But this, I 
imagine, was not HazaePs Caſe ; the Prophet had a- 
nointed him for King, or he was told by him, that he 
ſhould certainly be King of Syria; the meaning of 
which, was one of theſe two things; either that God 
had poſitively deſigned he ſhould be King; or forefaw 
what Courſes he would take to make himſelf fo, and 
Foretold the Event, that ſo it would be, without decla- 
ring the means. If the Prophet anointed him King, 
and deſigned he ſhould be fo, yet he did not bid him take 
the Courſes he took, to become King. He anointed 
him beforehand, hut he was to expect God's time, and 
to wait till it could innocently come to paſs. But, if 
God only ſhewet the Prophet, that Haar] would be 
King of Syria (which the Prophet alſo told to Hazael,) 
then can we only conclude fafely, that God well knew, 
and foreſaw that Hagau would take the Courſes to be- 
come King, which he after took, without directing, or 
approving them. And as God's  Prefcience-did:nor, by 
any means neceſſitate or conſtrain him to ſuch Murther 
of his Maſter, ſo neither will the Prediction of tlie Pro- 
phet juſtify his coming to the Crown, by any Tuch 
means: ity more than Chriſt's foretelling Peter's De- 
mal and FiidaPs Treachery, * er bompell d them to it, 
ws: 92 
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or will excuſe them for it. God (who. ſees whatever 


Motives can occur to our Minds, and ſees how the 
will influence and move) gives us our liberty to choo 


and knows which way we ſhall incline, and what our 
chotce*will be, and can communicate the Event with- 
out conſtraining, or having conſtrain d, our Wills, to 


make ſuch choice; and having this foreknowledge, can 


determine theſe Events to ſerve ſuch and ſuch purpoſes, 
as he fees fit; and yet the blame ſhall lie upon the In- 
ſtruments, if they either propoſe a wicked End, or 


pitch on wicked means to compaſs a good End by. We 


know that God intended to puniſh. the Revolts, and 


Apoſtacies of his People, and that by the Hand of Ha- 


Sael, who, when King of Syria, would commit un- 
Heard of Cruelties, and execute the ſevereſt Vengeance 


on the Jews, How eafily may this he turn d? That 
God foreſeeing what Courſes Hazael would. take, to 


become King, and when ſo, would turn his Arms on 
Juda with the greateſt Violence; whoſe Sins and Pro- 
vocations were ſo high, that he would ſuffer them to 

fall into his Hands, and let them fee and know he us'd 

him as an Inſtrament to puniſh their Offences. This 
he might juſtly do, yet Hazael be e Wy, 
as well in the Courſes he took to become King, as 
in the Cruelties he. would exerciſe againſt the Fews, 


when he was fo. *Tis worth our while to obſerve 


what God ſays, Iv. 10. 5. O Aſſprian, the R 


f mine Anger, and the Staff in. their. band is mine 


Indignation.. I will fend” him againſt an hypocriti- 


cal Nation, and againſ# the People of my Wrath 


will I give him a charge, to take the Spoil, and 
tale the Prey, and to tread them down. like the Mire of 


the: Streets, Howheit he meaneth not ſo, neither ” 


N | 
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bis Heart think ſo, but it is in his Heart to deſtroy; and 
to cut off Nations, not a few. And in Ver. 12. Where: 
fore it ſhall come to paſs, that when the Lord hath per- 
formed bis whole Work, upon Mount Zion, and Feruſa- 
lem, I will puniſh the Fruit of the flout Heart of the 
King of Aria, and the glory of bis high Looks. 
From whence we may conclude, That God ſometimes 
makes uſe of Inſtruments to bring his purpoſe to effect, 
who yet know nothing of it, but areguided by Motives 
of their own, and ſhall be puniſhed for ſo doing: They 
ſhall account to God for the means they choſe, to attain 
their End, tho both the Means and End, were effe&u- 
al to bring about his Will. The Preſcience then of 
God, and the Prediction of the Prophet, will not ex- 
cuſe Hazael for murthering his Maſter, to become 
King, nor the Cruelties he committed, when fo, al- 
though thoſe Cruelties were the Executions of God's 
juſt Anger. Let us call to mind the Example of a much 
better Man, than either Hazael, or Fehr, and that is 
David. This Man had alſo been Anointed King by Sa- 
. muel, the ſtanding Prophet of his time; and that, be- 
fore a great Company, and Saul was known to be reje-- 
Red of the Lord: and yet he would not put his-Hand' 
to forward his Advancement, to any thing-unlawfub:; . 
tho he had all the Advantages, and-fayourable Oppor- 
tunities, that any Man could wiſh for, to put-him in- 
poſſeſſion of God's Promiſes: Saul was his declar d Ene- 5 
my, and ſought his Life, on all Occaſions, by ways i 
unworthy of him, and ſuch as would, if any thing 5 
could, have juſtified Revenge; and God had twice deli- ; 
vered Saul into his Hands; But David ſtill neglected 
all his Opportunities, and would not become a King, by 
any. means that were not ſtrictly juſtiſiable. He left. it 
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to-God, to fulfil Kis:own Promiſes, "by hid dum Ne. 
thods, and at bis own appointed time. 65d deſign'd 
him for a Crown (as by his Undtion, certain! 2 
did, ) let him ſo place it on 2 Head, as it ſhall fit ſe- 
cure and eaſy. He will be inſtrumental to fulfil the 
Will of God, in making him a King, no otherwiſe, than 
by doing what was fit to do, had there deen mo ſuch 
promiſe. The Lord ſhall ſinite him, or his day ſball come 
to die, or he ſhall deſcend into Battle and . But 
Gou. forbid that T TEA ſmite the Loris Anoimed. See 
how a Man of God fulfils aPropheey 7 The Words and 
Anointing of Sammel, were as certain, poſitive, and 
determinate to David, as the Unction of Hijah, and 
the Prediction of Elifha, were to Hazae! that he 
ſhould be King. But the different Heart makes dif- 
ferent Application: The Grace and Fear of God, and 
ſenſe of Duty and af Honour, ſuggeſts to David, he 
muſt ſtay for God's appointed Seaſon, who beſt 
Knows how, and when to 'accompliſh his own Pro- 
-miſes;” whereas the other takes the Word juſt from 
the Propliet's Mouth, and gives it to his on am- 
bitious Heart, to read and explain 3 that Heart replies 
— — —— The God that gae this-Oracle, had 
him nowthe'Opportunity of mak ing it good, He 
All be King of Syria —— How can that he, whilſt his 
Maſter lives? When is his Maſter's nearer Death, than 
When exceeding” ſick? And 'how much leſs ef Life 
cbuld he ever lee than now? He muſt Hot now be 
Wanting to bünſelf. :Go/itell + our” Maſter, the Pro- 
-phet Nys, froin God, that He ſhall live; but then re- 
member that he ys N, ſhall be King, i. e. He is to 
live Along as you pleaſe. Is not: this to fulfil the Will 
of God, ſince? eee ſnould be King, whilſt 
5 your 
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your © Maſter” vac Eet any Paffron ab we = 
tend to explain God's — and: it ſhall 80 
give them its o.] turn: It will Fulfil the Will of Goa 
according to its on. A Promiſt chere fore of Something 
to come, * without a poſitive; Command of Gd to exten 
cute it in ſuch a certain marmef as! Wexpreſs d, will 
never juſtify a Man, fulfilling it by any other Methods: 
than what are ſtrictly lawful, and juſtifiable of themi- 
ſelves. Which brings Wor Aphiin” to this Coficlufion' 
That the Prediction of Hliba hüt Habe ſhout be 
King of Syria, will not. Jultify/the wicked Cotrfes' he 
took to become King; nor the being: foretold what 
Cruelties he ſhould afterwards commit when King, * 
| ere Cruel ties. M batt 
et us ſee, in the laſt place; t uſe 500 em | 
by the way of Application;” of: Wat thalli been Td-de 
_ theſe Heads.” Tu Day re- minds us of the huge and 
numberlefs Calamities the People of this Kingdom 
underwent from a long unnatural War amongſt our 
ſelves: And it re- minds us of an Stain — . 
on the Honour of the Engliſb Bauen b a 
their Ming to Deut h, a iſ 10 Regſon, ings 
ill Example of ou Anceſtors. Nor die — un 
end here; that execrable Day concluded only the Mi- 
fortunes of that Prince; neither His Friends nor Ehe 
mies ceas'd to ſuffer Witlr him. Suck an atrocious, HH. 
pious-Fa8, muſt (as it didy call ri world of Livess 
and Liberties, and Cortfiſcitions'' sf Eſtate and onhee - = 
cruel and veratious O ppreffions of our Cotititr meu 4 
and laid the Foundation of ſuchi an Enmity; 7 I fear, ö 
to laſt for ever. Had any one foretold what Mickties 
tef--tltihappy: People would bring upon thei Nationy 
1 thake no Wbt, Wey wobl Kare Isen Stur wal, Will 


Hazael, '. # 


— —— EEE I On 
— — 


— —— 


r 


_—_— 


„ „63 K — - „ 


16. 


— — by 1 — —— * - 7 * * — 4 * » _ 
: 
wy — — 8 a - 4 
— We Ae — —ũã — mv vw. 4 aA we * * 2 * 1 f we > 4 — — — — — 
- :, * * 
N * # 1 y * 5 

1 QeT MOIF. FYedcn'd before 

£ 4 -” 4 - -. % rp, > % , - A 


— 


Hazael, But what is thy Servant @ Dog, that be ſbould. 


do theſe great things? yet many now alive remember 
well they did them. I ſee no reaſon to believe, that. 
any ſingle Man, or Party whatever, could intend, at 
firſt, the Evils they afterwards effected; but Ido not 
ſee that this is ſo much an Excuſe for Them, as a great 
matter of Caution to Others, how they at firſt embroil 
Publick Affairs, and enter on the weighty Matters of 
Reforming Church or State, tho' with a good Deſign 
enough, but yet by Methods illegal and untry d. *Tis 
only God can fay, to, the Waves, Hitherto ſba# ye go, 
and no further; and ſo it is with the Madneſs of the 
People; a little matter will enflame a Multitude, when 
a hundred Men that can render a Reaſon, ſhall not be 
able to diſmiſs W Small are the Beginnings 
& the greateſt Miſchiefs. But Men are at their Liberty 
to act, and ſhall anſwer for their Actions; and they, 
are capable of ſeeing, and conſidering Conſequences, 


and therefore are accountable for the Neglect of doing 


fo, when Miſchiefs follow probably, and eaſily, and 
commonly. The good Intentions of the Heart will ſe- 
cure the Heart; but I am not able to fay, with Cer- 
tainty enough, how far they will authorize the Exe- 
cutions of the Hand; even thoſe that follow imme- 
diately, and are in Nature and Reaſon fitted to obtain 
the End of thoſe Intentions ; but in this I will be 
eonfident, that the. firſt good Intentions will not reach 
all ſubſequent Acts that are not good. Let ſome, of 
all Conditions, be preſum'd to enter on our Wars with 
good Intentions, and others with no bad ones; (and I 
think he muſt be much a Stranger to our Story, that 
will not allow of this ;) tho' we may ſee, perhaps, that 
the Virtue and-Innocence of theſe People's Intentions 
I may 


"EP Hoke & of Lords, e. 
e 85 Ar t0 juſtify thoſe Actions that were imme« 

 *Uiately influenc'd and ed by thoſe Intentions, (al- 

"tho? thoſe People ſhould have been miſtaken,) yet who 


can fee, that thoſe prime Intentions are to juſtify all the 


the Actions Po follow'd, with all their  Ceveral Con- 
'ſequences ? I hope, with my whole Heart, that all who 
_ — to rœconſider the Share they had in bring- 

ſo many dreadful Miſchiefs on their entry, when 
they: thought of repenting, fought not for Juſtification 
from their firſt honourable and good Intentions, but 
had recourſe to the ſure Sandtuary, the Mercies of God, 
in Jeſus Chriſt. T'own it, I would rather cover, if 1 
could, than exaggerate, the Offences of dur Fathers, 


Tery' to this: Nation, and laid the Foundation of that 
fatal Tragedy, chat makes this Day ſo hard to be for- 
gotten, and ſo hard to be remember d. Bu I would 
Hot chat any 
cauſe he enter d on at firſt with laudable Belem and 
good Intentions 4 without conſidering how many inter- 
vening Acts were eruel and outrageous; and how he 
was traind on, by flow inſenſible degrees, to be in- 
ſtyamental in of barbarous and bratal Facts; 


to embrue his Hands, at laſt, 5 and ficre# 


Blood; and to the enflaving of his Country, Whoſs 
thoutd then have faid -—— © You are now angry with 
ſome needleſs Ceremonies, which yet are fewer, and 
more decent, than euer were in uſe if any Chriſtian 
Church, protected hy the Stars, for 1300 Years, 


_ < an without which no Chriſtian Church did ever "= 


ſerve God, in Publick, that we know of: Angry to 
have a Fm of Publick Prayer prefexib'd, proper and 


ſuited. to the Wants of all 0 . you my 
e 


U 


'with reſpect to the Wars that occafion'd fo much Mi- 


one ſhould think he came off irinocent;” be- 


A Sermon Preach d before 
« uſe. what Liberty you will, in your - retir'd and 
6 Eemile-Devotions, bi God and . And to get 
rid of theſe ſo eaſy Impoſitions, you will pull down 
all the Fences that ſecure the Chriſtian Faith and 
«. Diſcifline, and let in Wolves and Foxes, that will 
60 = þ upon the Chriſtian Flock, and bring in Hereſies; 
and all licentious Errors, and drive away the Shep- 
cc herds that ſhould feed them and ſecure them; extir- - 
«. pate an Order that is as old as Chriſtianity within this 
« Kingdom, and put a thouſand and a thouſand: Fami- 
cc. ]jes. to ſeek their Bread in deſolate Places. You are 
« now jealous and tenacious of your Liberties ; but, by. 
«the Courſes you are taking to ſecure them and en- 
« large them, you, in time, will come to take them 
c. away from every one beſides, and loſe: them your 
« ſelves at laſt : You will raiſe Armies, and become 
« their Subjects; make to your ſelves - Captains of 
« Thouſands. and Ten thouſands, and ſubmit your, 
«, Necks to their imperious Orders; involve your Coun- 
«try-in Deſolation, and much Blood; trample down 
«ancient Honour and Nobility ;, diſperſe your Princes. 
into Foreign Countries, where they rh I tate up 
* Manners that you hate, Maxims deſtructive of your 
“Liberty, and a Religion you abhor : Vanquiſh your. 
«. King ; deprive him of his Friends and Servants 3; di- 
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if «.ſtreſs him to Diſtraction; force him to fly into the ve- 
J « ry Arms of Miſchief; from:whence you wilk redeem- 
* «him, like a Slave, to caſt him into Fetters of your 
| « own ; deſpoil him of his Regal Honours; ſtraitly im- 
li * priſon him; and put him to the Sword at laſt, (Hor- 
1 « ror to think upon I) with all the Circumſtances of Scorn 
il tand Ignominy poſſible. . Theſe are the things that you 


4 will do to fecure your: Chriſtian and Civil Liberties: 
a 4 i Whoſo 
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Whoſo, ſhonld thus have Propheſied, ſhould certainly 
have had my Text return'd upon him hat, is thy 
Servant a Dog, that he ſhould do theſe great things? 
Yet theſe great things were done; and in a manner 
worſe than I expreſs them. Theſe great things, are paſt 
and gone; and I have no worſe purpoſe in remembring 
them, than to advize, that all, who had no hand there- 
in, ſhould be as careful to avoid all manner of Occaſions 
of Evil, as they, we think, ought to have been, who 


were the moſt concern d in them. I apprehend no cauſe 


of Fear, and therefore know not how to give any Cau- 
tion, of falling into thoſe enormous Crimes, that make 
this Day the blackeſt in our Kalendar, excepting One. 
with which I never dare compare it. But there is need 
of all ĩimaginable Caution, that People do not readily 
engage in Matters of Importance, eſpecially relating to 
the Publick, truſting to good Intentions only, and to 
the mind they are, at preſent, in, without conſidering 
what may follow. Mens Heats are Heats of Zeal at 

firſt, benign and gentle; but little Accidents may raiſe 
them to a hot conſuming Fire, that may, in time, de- 
ſtroy their Neighbours and themſelves. It was the tur- 
bulent and reſtleſs Humour of private People, and the 
Conceit of their Abilities, thruſting themſelves intopub- 
lick Matters, and ſtirring up their Neſghbours to com- 
plain, and ſhew themſelves uneaſy, that contributed a 
great deal, to the misfortune of thoſe Days, that brought 


— 


this Anniverſary amongſt us, ſo grievous both to Friends 


and Enemies. And can we do a better thing, upon it, 
than advize all Men, to ſtudy to be quiet, and do their 
-own buſineſs ; to keep withintheir proper compaſs; re- 
Form” themſelves, and all that are within their Care: 


Þut leave the publick Matters, to the Hands to which 


D2 | they 
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they are entruſted ;. give no. diſturbanee to their Mi- 
nagement, nor diſtract them from attending to the great 
Affairs, on which. depends our very Civil. Liſe and Be- 
ing, by little private Differences, and poor Debates, that 
may be very Gfely laid afide for ever; or, at the leaſt, 
fuſpended for a while; and eaſily reſum' d again (if there - 
be need) when the great Struggle of tlie World is over, 
and the Fortune of us and our Poſterity decided: 
The Application of the larter part of tlie Text, to 
1 have either Time, or Will, to go. Thoſe wicked 
Men had no Prophet ſent to Them from God, to tell 
them what great things would befdl them; but yet 
there were not wanting Men, that undertook to lead 
them, hy the Word of God, to all the Miſchievous De- 
ſigns imaginable. They were not tempted to engage in 
theſe Affairs, by any fuch Prediction as: Fiſba uttered 
to Hazel; but they found Men, in Prophets Cbarb- 
ing; that both excited them, and promiſed them Sue- 
ceſs; in the Name of the Lord; The Word of God, I 
own, was never worſer uſed; by Furious, Ignorant, Mi- 
Fake (but ſtill I hope, not . its, Ilie 
”ord of God, can never contradict his Nil, which: is, 
chat; Peace and Righteouſneſs, Truth and Goodnefs- 
mould for ever flouriſh on the Earth, and that Men 
fhould live in Quiet, Order, and good Government, and 
enjoy the happy Fruits of that good Stock. And when- 
eyer you find the Scriptures | Men into any Evil, 
or doing any Miſchief to Mankind, eſpecially. to Co- 
vernment, you may be ſure. they. are miſapplied, per- 
verted and abuſed. „ 
[ fear I have already been too long, but yet muſt ask 
the Patience of two or three Minutes more, * two . 
things, 
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er which, if the Tex: ſhould not, the Day will» 


certainly bear me out in. The firſt is this This Day 


is, through the exceſſive Partiality of ſome of both ſides, 


kd 


bedome a Day of great Trial to the Preachers 3 Talk of 


the Duty, Honour, and Obedience; of the Suhjeci to 
the Prince, and you are thought, by ſome; to preach 25 


Talk of the Peoples Liberties, and you are opening, pre- 
ſently, a Door to Matiny, Diſloyalty, and flat Rebelli- 
on, with ſome. Others. They are both of them, God 


be thanked, in the wrong; and the Truth, is (like 


our happy Conſtitution.) betwixt them. The Cm 


has'many and excellent Preropativer, and will, I hope 


* 


4 


\ 


in God, never have leſs, or fewer. The People have 


enjoy them, : whilſt they are a People. Who arc theſe 


* 


ended in that Word. The Priefts mult preach up, 


People but our ſelves? all but the Prince are compre- 


Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Fear towhonm Fear, and 
Honour to wwhom Honour. And muſt affirm all that 


Feople 


They cannot elſe diſchargggheir Duty 5 nor t 


elſe enjoy the Benefits of a good Government. But may 


it not be lawful alſd for the Priefts, to tell the People, 
in proper Seaſon, of their Liberties; and ſhew them 


wherein they are ſo happy, above all the People uf the 


Earth beſides? that they may underſtand, know ho r 


ſterity, and thank God for, theſe fingular ineſtimable 


Bleſſings. May not theſe things be faid, witliout incur- 
ring the Odious Brand, of ſtirring, up Sadition and Re- 


 - dellion.? T'know not where theſe tfiings will end; but 
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ts plain, they make it harder, than it need to be, for 
honeſt and ſincere Men, to do their Duty, on-theſeOc- 
—_——-_. a | 
Ilie other thing that I would ſay, is this That the 
Obſervation of this Day is become (like the Fifth of No- 
veinber to the Papiſts) exceeding grievous and diſtaſtful 
- to all Diſſenterss as well for the Licenſe that (they 
ay) is taken upon it, of inveighing againſt them; as 
for tlie Praiſes that are ſo N beſtowed upon King 
Charles, which look, to Tome of them, as fo many Ex- 
probrations and Reproaches. As for the Licenſe that is 
taken upon this Day, of inveighing againſt Diſſenrers, 
let them who do it, juſtify themſelves; Iam no Advo- 
cate for any of them: It was not certainly, appointed to 
become a Day of Wrath, and Proubcat ion of our Fel- 
low⸗ Subjects; and, I dare ſay, thoſe Liberties have 
done no Service; nor are they fitted to do any; but, 
conſidering humane Nature, they muſt needs have done 
ſome miſchief, by Irritation and the hardning of Mens 
Hearts. And, tho* we do not ſee ſuch Courſes have been 
taken, by thoſe who were moſt concern d and touch'd, 
as wiſe and good Men might have taken, to filence theſe 
Reproaches, and to cauſe theſe Provocations, in great 
part, to ceaſe, yet ſtill theſe furious bitter Spirits will 
-not be — I-verily believe (and ſo do all of 
you) that more Men have been ſhamed by gentle 
Vize, than reviF'd into Repentance, by thoſe they 
thought their Enemiis. % 
As for the Praiſes that are beftow'd upon K. Charles, 
I know not who ſhould envy them; nor how 4 Church 
, England Miniſter can honeſtly decline them: He 
- muſt ro nothing of that Prince's Hiſtory ; He muſt 
Have little Senſe of Juſtice, Gratitude, or * 


— 


23 


"= 0 A. r 


22 - » 


— LAMPS LS 2. — — b —— 
the Houſe of Lords, c. 


whom his Memory is not held moſt precious. *Twere 
a ſmall thing to ſay, no Prince (altho his Farber was 
a very Learned one) but I will ſay, no Private Gen- 
rleman, did ever underſtand the Conſtitution of out. 
Church better, defend it with ſtronger Arguments, ad- 
| here to it with more Judgment, adorn it with better 
Manners, live up to its good Principles with more Vir-- 
tue, nor, in Performance of its Offices, ſhew more 
devout and exemplary good Behaviour (I will not, in 
theſe things, except the Queen upon the Throne, nor 
that Bleſs d Saint in Heaven, her Siſter) than did King 
Charles the Firfl, No Prince did ever ſhew more per- 
ſonal Favour to its Miniſters, nor give more Counte- 
| nance and Credit to its Diſcipline, and Orders. And 
muſt I fay, no Prince, but He, did ever die in its De- 
fence, to juſtify the high Eſteem we have Him in? 1 
may; becauſe it is ſo true, that they who envy him 
the Glory of that Title, upon all Accounts beſides, will 

t allow he fell a Martyr for the Church of England. 

Vould not that Church be moſt deſervedly, the Ha- 
tred and Reproach of all the World, that ſhould be ſpa- - 
ring of her Praiſes, and beſt Incenſe (but let it ever be 
unhallowed Incenſe) to his Memory? Let them (to 
make an end) take heed, leaſt ſome degree of Guilt, be. 
thought to make thoſe People over tender, who are 
ſoon offended with the Praiſes of King Charles the Firſt: 
And let even U our ſelues take heed, that ſuch bur - 
Praiſes may appear ſo well deſigndꝭ and be ananiget . 
with that good Temper, Sobriety, and modeſt Frathy 
that they provoke thoſe. Men to nothing, but Comp | 
ction, and Relentings, and Repentance; where theſe 

| | to 
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8 Braces, "that made fim appear. ſo high Exemplary, 4 
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